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Design Elements: Shades of Gray 



Larson-Juhl showcases a 

fabulous display of same 

format photos. Same frame, 

same mat with assorted 

sizeséusing common line 

arrangement.  













Every color has a shadeða grayed colorðin the  

color spectrum that may become a neutral.  



"Gray is the dominant shade of the decade                     

and today's default neutral." 
 

 

   - Sue Kim 

                         Valspar color strategist 

 



20 Best Grey Paints for 2017  

According to Top Interior Designers 

Agreeable Grey 
Sherwin Williams 

Ammonite 
Fallow & Ball 

Cheating Heart 
Benjamin Moore 

Chelsea Grey 
Benjamin Moore 

Cloud 
Dunn Edwards 

Conforth White  
Farrow & Ball 

Downpipe 
Fallow & Ball 

Elephants Breath 
Benjamin Moore 

Gray Owl 
Benjamin Moore 

Horizon Gray 
Benjamin Moore 

Modern Gray 
Sherwin Williams 

Lamp Room Gray 
Fallow & Ball 

Pashmina 
Benjamin Moore 

Revere Pewter 
Benjamin Moore 

Iron Mountain  
Benjamin Moore 

Rodeo 
Benjamin Moore 

Sleigh Bells 
Benjamin Moore 

Stonington Gray 
Benjamin Moore 

Whisper 
Benjamin Moore 

Winters Gate 
Pratt & Lambert 



 Behr  

Color of the year 2017  

Shades On 



 

2016 showed dominant 

neutral cool gray zones  

with pops of color  

as the accent.  

 

2017 is promising  

more  grey, black and 

white. 



Benjamin Moore 

Color of the year 2017  

Shadow 



"Designers would be paralyzed without white." 
     

   

     - Andrea Magno 
    Benjamin Moore 

                                                       Wall Street Journal, July 2016 

 

 
 

Benjamin Moore offers more than 250 shades of white.  

 

 



So many whites, so little timeé 



White Is the New Black for 

Luxury Real Estate 
 

 

 

 

Homes with white walls appear clean and white 

ceilings create lightness.  

White also makes small places seem larger. 

-- July 2016, Wall Street Journal 



 

Neutral, neutral, neutraléand white. 



Outdoors and 

contrasting wall adds 

the color (L) 

Contrast doesnôt 

always require  

a strong color pop  

to add emphasis 

 



 

Also neutral 

warm gray, 

taupe and 

white soften 

the look. 



"White is one of the most popular colors  

of all time, year after year." 
  

 

          - Sue Wadden 
   Sherwin-Williams 

 

Sherwin-Williams has 100 shades of white and fewer than 10 shades of black. 

Color of the year 2017  

Poised Taupe  



Bainbridge 2017SW-NB_ColorTrends PDF 



 The hue of your walls  

impacts on your psychology.  
 

Red increases appetite and raises 

blood pressure, so adversely white 

and off-white calms and soothes. 



Neutral Color Theory 



Basics 

Review 

Black, white 

and gray have 

always been 

considered 

neutrals.  

 

But all tinted, 

toned and 

shaded colors 

are also 

neutrals. 





Tints, Tones and Shades of a Color 

 

 

If gray is added the result is a tone. 

If white is added to a color it is a tint .  

If black is added it becomes a shade. 



Bainbridge Alphamat Artcare Neutrals 

Specifier Card 

Bainbridge's Neutrals 

Specifier was made as a 

custom handout for my 

Shades of Gray 2017 class. 

 

It features their 62 Neutrals 

broken into red, yellow, 

blue families categorizing 

the tints, tones and shades 

of each. 

 

A color dot should be 

applied to your mat corner 

sample for easy reference 

when designing. 

 





Sherwin-Williams paint samplers 



Color Based Neutral Tints, Tones, Shades  

    blue         yellow         red               blue          yellow          red   

                   to green                                           to green 



Gray Scale 

A monochromatic  

palette is fine, but 

introducing a color  

or accent will control  

the eye and complete  

the picture 



Cool neutral grays 

everywhere featuring 

gray on gray carpet and  

screen, tinted gray 

walls and headboard.  

 

Accents of white, 

crystal, gold and a pop 

of  red and its 

complement green 

complete the look.  

 

Not unlike the top mat 

being gray, with liner 

mats of darker gray 

and red. 



Cool grays, warm white and a pop of bright yellow. 

Like a triple mat of Antique white, middle gray and 1/8ò liner of yellow. 



Similar palette but a 

white wall steps down 

the drama from the 

previous slide making 

this a softer look.  

 

 The same happens 

with framing by a 

lighter top mat.  

 

 



By adding art 

and a single 

accent color 

among assorted 

shades of neutral 

browns and the 

bedroom pops.  

  

Well placed 

accents make 

the visual 

experience 

richer, bolder 

and more 

interesting.  

 

 







Neutrals in Framing 



Original Chinese 

Watercolor 

Subtle color 

contrast, still 

neutral 

 



Florence, Italy 
LE Etching 

Pale blue gray,  

warm white and warm 

gray triple rag mat  

with spacer 


